
 

Well worth remembering 
By Kelli Germeraad/ TheReporter.Com 

Rows of white headstones surrounded by American flags are set amid rolling green hills. A flag-draped 
coffin is slowly carried to its final resting place. The echoing sounds of “Taps” comes from a bugler 
who stands amid the graves of the fallen, as a young widow clutches a folded flag presented by a 
grateful nation. 

An elderly veteran who makes a slow-gaited journey to the gravesite of a fallen comrade or a young 
woman who stands before The Wall, touching the name of a father she barely knew. 

These are all traditions and symbols of a grieving nation paying its respects for the last full measure of 
devotion to its fallen. 

For the thousands of Americans who will pause this Memorial Day, their remembrances signify 
different things. For those visiting national, state and local cemeteries, it may be a chance to walk 
among the headstones that chronicle America’s history or a place to honor a family member or friend. 
For others, it is a chance to remember America’s war heroes. Whether visiting a gravesite or attending 
a ceremony, the journey can and does stir many emotions. 

It is also a time for us, as a nation, to pause and reflect on the countless acts of valor, bravery and 
courage — a time to honor the men and women who have died defending freedom. 

I recently read a powerful book, “Medals, Flags and Memories,” by Gold Star parents John and 
Stacey Holley, about their son, Matthew. It is a moving book about his life, their loss and how they 
turned their grief into something positive, to right the wrong in the way our fallen heroes were being 
transported and received at home. 

I dedicate this column to the Holleys and the families like them, whose loved ones gave the ultimate 
sacrifice. Our tomorrow will be brighter because of their sacrifices. That is worth remembering. 

* * * 
Traditions and youth participation will again be part of the Vacaville Veterans Memorial Day 
Ceremony, which takes place at 11 a.m. Monday at the Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. This year’s theme 
is “We will always remember,” and the keynote speaker is Marine Corps Maj. Edward J. Rapisarda, a 
longtime resident of Vacaville and a 1990 graduate of Vacaville High School. He has had a 
distinguished career in the Marine Corps, which includes serving as the commanding officer for Fox 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom to Ar Ramadi, Iraq. 
There will also be participation from many longtime favorites, such as singer Tina Benedict, local 
elected officials, youth from the Vanden High School JROTC, Vacaville High School band and Boys 
State/Girls State citizens, as well as a tremendous amount of support from the active-duty volunteers 
from Travis Air Force Base. Available seating is limited, so bring your lawn chairs. 

 

The author is a local advocate for veterans’ issues. E-mail: vetsfrst@aol.com. 
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